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cTransa6iions of the Edinburgh Bibliographical Society.
Vol. ix., Part I.

(HIS section of the Transactions of the
Edinburgh Bibliographical Society duly

I pays its toll to Scottish interests by
articles on the * Early Views and Plans
of Edinburgh,' by Mr. William Cowan,

on the ' Printed Catalogues of the Advocate's
Library,' by Mr. Dickson, and on the c Biblio-
graphy of Robert Burns (1786-96),' by Mr. J. C.
Ewing, this last a very interesting paper. The
rest of the part is given up almost entirely to
incunabula, which form the main subject of the
Presidential Address by the late Mr. J. P. Edmond,
from whose pen there is also printed a brief descrip-
tion of his method of cataloguing them. In col-
laboration with Mr. Gordon Duff, Mr. Edmond
also prepared a paper, with notes and collations, on
the books printed by Sweynheym and Pannartz at
Subiaco and Rome, this joint contribution being
by far the most complete and scientific survey of
the work of these printers that has yet been pub-
lished. From Mr. Duff's notes we learn that * the
total number of books issued from this press, includ-
ing the unknown Donatus, is 64, and of these the
Rylands Library (Spencer Collection) has 57, the
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Bodleian 55, Lord Crawford 47, and the British
Museum 46; to which last figure, however, two
additions have been made since Proftor printed his
index. From the figure which he gives as that of
the total output of the firm it is evident that Mr.
Duff does not admit the existence of several books
assigned to it in Herr Burger's list on the testimony
of Panzer and Dr. Copinger. In the case of
Sweynheym and Pannartz, owing to the catalogue
of their impressions appended to their supplication
to the Pope in 1472, we have unusually good
means of ascertaining what amount of their work
has perished, and it is satisfactory to find that this
reduces itself to the ' Donatus pro puerulis,' printed
doubtless, as an advertisement at the outset of their
career. In estimating the ravages wrought by
time a very strong line has to be drawn between
popular and learned books, and it should be more
generally recognized than it is, that the extent to
which learned works of all kinds have been pre-
served is as striking as the extent to which popular
books have been destroyed.

In the task of helping to preserve the books
printed by Sweynheym and Pannartz, the English
collectors of the first half of the nineteenth century
certainly did their full share; but the following
extract from Mr. Duffs paper will show that in
other respedts their misdeeds were grievous:

'At the beginning of the nineteenth century, when
Lord Spencer collected his library, an old binding was
anathema. A spotless copy in original binding would be
immediately sent to Charles Lewis, or some Fellow-mis-
creant, to be bound in full morocco and the edges cut
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and gilt. How it was done I do not know, but they
managed to hammer and press the book to about half its
proper thickness, and then bound it up in a vice-like
binding. If quires of ten leaves did not suit them (and
it rarely did) they cut the leaves apart and overcast them
into quires of eight. This overpressing and tight binding
had two bad effects; it flattened out all the impress made
by the type on the paper, taking away its beauty and
making the page look like a lithograph, and it made it
quite impossible to determine the real structure of the
book.

' I cannot resist one story to show the utter absence of
all interest in bibliography in the early collectors. Earl
Spencer came into possession of the historic volume con-
taining the so-called Mentelin editions of Terence and
Valerius Maximus, bound together in the original bind-
ing, with a coeval manuscript note saying that the books
had been bought at the Nordlingen Fair in 1470 from
the printer himself, Adolf Rusch of Ingwiller (Mentelin's
son-in-law). This particular volume had been quoted by
Seemiller, Panzer, and other writers as a most important
piece of evidence on the early history of printing. What
did Lord Spencer do ? He wanted the Valerius Maximus,
but had already a fair copy of the Terence in green
morocco. So the volume was broken up; the Valerius
Maximus sent to Walther to bind in full red morocco,
the leaf with the inscription torn out of the Terence and
inserted (loose) in the other copy, while the Terence
itself was sold as a duplicate.

* Anyone who has read Dibdin's tour on the Continent
will remember his many purchases for the Althorp
Library of books from the libraries of monasteries, where,
as he tells us, they had lain untouched on the shelves
from the day they were bought from the printer—spot-
less, and in their original bindings.

* Now they stand on the shelves of a modern library in
rhc full morocco of Lewis, or Hering, or Kalthoeber, and
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with almost all the human interest beaten out of them.
This rebinding has played havoc with blank leaves,
cancels, and many other things, so that although the
Spencer set of Sweynheym and Pannartz books is un-
rivalled as a complete set for reference, it is not to be
compared for bibliographical purposes with many smaller
colle&ions.'

Strongly as this denunciation is worded it is not
one whit stronger than the facts justify, and some
of the best men—Thomas Grenville, for instance,
who noted with his own hand that his First Folio
Shakespeare when it came into his possession was
in its original binding, which he replaced with the
inevitable red morocco by Lewis—were the worst
offenders.

As an appendix to the papers by Mr. Duff and
Mr. Edmond, there is printed a collation by quires
of all the known Sweynheym and Pannartz books,
which should lighten the task of several companies
of bibliographers in the near future.

Altogether this section of the Society's Trans-
actions is an excellent example of the wisdom of
Mr. Edmond's doctrine that papers on other sub-
jects should be mingled with those of purely Scottish
interest. Would that he were still alive to do yet
more good work!

English Heraldic Book-Stamps figured and described by
Cyril Davenport. Constable Gf Co.

Of all marks of ownership in books, that of
stamping the possessor's arms in gold on the covers
of a good leather binding is the most dignified and
durable. The number of English collectors who
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